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not drink, namely himself and ?Abd-ul-wahfi^b5
the chief qutzi appointed by him. * . . But with
respect to 'Abd-ul-wahigb lie was in error? for I
myself sent him every day a bottle of spirits,
which he drank in secret so that the king did not
find it out."*

Bernier and others enable us to see the un-
happy condition of the ryots under Moham-
medan rule. That they fared no better under
their own Hindu rajahs is abundantly clear
from Manucci's narrative. Referring to the con-
ditions of land-tenure under the Hindu princes,
he says: "All land belongs to the crown; no
individual has, as his own, field or estate, or any
property whatever, that he can bequeath to his
children. . . . At the beginning of the year,
which is in June, the officers come from the
court to the villages, and compel the peasants
to take up land at a certain rate. This bargain
made, they must give notice at harvest time to
the king's officers, for without their permission
they may not harvest the grain. As soon as
notice is received the officers proceed to the spot,
and, before allowing the crop to be cut, they ask
the cultivators whether they are willing to give
a half or a third more than they have contracted
for at the beginning of the year. Should the cul-
tivators agree to this, writings are drawn up and
security taken; but, after having made the bit-
gain, they usually find that what they gather in

* Vol. n, p. 5.
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